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Mission

Ourvalues-basedschool nurtures curiosity and creativity through aninspiring, broad and
engaging curriculum, where learning is at the heart of all that we do. Our children
learn to become resilient and self-assured in an environment where safety isoutstanding.
Everyoneischallengedandencouragedtothriveandachieveas individuals, preparing
themfortheirroleascaringandactivecitizensinmodern Britain.

Vision statement

“Be kind. Promote equality. Strive to achieve”

Tackling Extremism & Radicalisation Policy

This policy should be read with the following policies:

Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy

Equality Policy

Anti-Bullying Policy

Behaviour Policy

E Safety Policy

PREVENT Strategy HM Gov

Keeping Children Safe in Education DfE

Working Together to Safeguard Children HM Gov 2023 (updated version)




1. POLICY STATEMENT
BrooksidePrimarySchoolisfullycommittedtosafeguardingandpromotingthewelfare of
allits pupils. Every member of staff recognises that safeguarding against radicalisation and
extremismisnodifferenttosafeguardingagainstanyothervulnerabilityintoday’s
society. TheTackling ExtremismandRadicalisation Policy setsoutourbeliefs, strategies and
procedurestoprotectvulnerableindividualsfrombeingradicalisedorexposedto
extremistviews, byidentifyingwhotheyareandpromptlyprovidingthemwithsupport.

2. LINKSTO OTHER POLICIES

TheBrookside PrimarySchoolTackling ExtremismandRadicalisationPolicylinkstothe
following Brookside Primary School policies;
Child Protection andSafeguarding

Equality Policy

Anti-bullying Policy

Positive Behaviour Management Policy ( EDR )
Online Safety Policy.

The following national guidelines should also be read when working with this policy;
PREVENT Strategy HM Government

Keeping Children Safe in Education DfE 2018 and any updates
Working Together to Safeguard Children HM Government 2023

3. AIMS ANDPRINCIPLES

a. The Brookside Primary School Tackling Extremism and Radicalisation
Policy is intended to provide a framework for dealing with issues relating
to vulnerability, radicalisationandexposuretoextremeviews.Werecognise
thatwearewellplacedto be able to identify safeguardingissues and this policy
clearly sets out how the school will dealwithsuchincidentsandidentifieshow
thecurriculumandethosunderpinsour actions.

b. The objectives are that:

e Allgovernors,teachers,teachingassistants and non-teachingstaff will havean
understanding of what radicalisationandextremismareand why weneedto
be vigilant inschool.

e All governors, teachers, teaching assistants and non-teaching staff will know
what the school policy is on tackling extremism and radicalisation and will
followthe policy guidance swiftly when issues arise.

e Allpupils will understand the dangers of radicalisation and exposure to
extremist views; building resilience against these and knowing what to do if
they experience them.

e All parents/carers and pupils will know that the school has policies in place to keep



pupils safe from harm and that the school regularly reviews its systemsto
ensurethey are appropriate andeffective.

The main aims of this policy areto ensure that staffare fully engagedin being
vigilant about radicalisation; that they overcome professional disbelief that suchissues will
not happenhere and ensurethat we workalongside other professional bodies and agencies
to ensure that our pupils are safe from harm.

As part of our safeguarding ethos we encourage pupils to respect the fundamental

British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect, and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. We ensure that partisan political
views are not promoted in the teaching of any subject in the school and where political
issues are brought to the attention of the pupils, reasonable practicable steps have been
taken to offer a balanced presentation of opposing views to pupils. At our school we are
committed to contributing to community cohesion and reducing the likelihood that our
children may become radicalised. To support this process the staff in our school report
any concerns they have about our children in this respect to the DSL or DDSL. The
Designated Officer willthen make areferral to the Leicestershire Prevent Team forfurther
adviceandsupport.

Since 2010, whenthe Government published the Prevent Strategy, there has been an awareness of
thespecific need tosafeguard children, young people and families from violent extremism.
There have been several occasions both locally and nationally in which extremist groups
have attempted to radicalise vulnerable children and young people to hold extreme views
including views justifying political, religious,sexistorracistviolence,ortosteerthemintoarigid
andnarrowideology thatisintolerantofdiversityandleavesthemvulnerabletofuture
radicalisation.

Brookside Primary School values freedom of speech and the expression of beliefs / ideology
asfundamentalrightsunderpinningoursociety’svalues. Both

pupils/students and teachers have the right to speak freely and voice their opinions.
However,freedomcomeswithresponsibilityandfreespeechthatisdesignedto
manipulate the vulnerable orthat leads to violence and harm of others goes against the
moral principles in which freedom of speech is valued. Free speech is notan
unqualified privilege;itis subject tolaws and policies governing equality,human
rights, community safety and community cohesion.

The current threat from terrorism in the United Kingdom may include the
exploitation of vulnerable people, to involve them in terrorism or in activity in
supportofterrorism. Thenormalisationofextremeviewsmayalsomakechildren and
young people vulnerable to future manipulation and exploitation. Brookside Primary
Schoolisclearthatthisexploitation and radicalisation should be viewed as a safeguarding



concern. Definitions of radicalisation and extremism, andindicators of vulnerability to
radicalisation are in Appendix 6.

Brookside Primary School seeks to protect childrenand young people against the messages
of all violent extremism including, but not restricted to, those linked to Islamist ideology,or
toFarRight/NeoNazi/WhiteSupremacistideology,Irish Nationalist and Loyalist
paramilitary groups, and extremist Animal Rights movements.

The school governors, the Head Teacher and the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) will
assessthelevelofriskwithintheschoolandputactionsinplacetoreducethat risk. Risk
assessmentmayinclude, the use of school premises by externalagencies, anti-bullying
policyandotherissuesspecifictotheschool’sprofile,communityand philosophy.

This will be reviewed as part of the annual “Audit of Statutory Duties and Associated
Responsibilities” that is monitored by the local authority and the Leicestershire
Safeguarding ChildrenBoard.

Response

All members of staff have attended WRAP (Workshop to Raise Awareness of
PREVENT)training. Whenanymemberofstaffhasconcernsthatapupilmaybeat risk of
radicalisation or involvement in terrorism, they should speak with the Headteacher
and/ortotheDSL.Theyshouldthenfollownormalsafeguarding procedures.|fthe
matterisurgentthenLeicestershirePolicemustbecontactedbydialling 999. In non-
urgent cases where police advice is sought then dial 101. There is also a National
Police Helpline for Advice on Prevent issues 0800 0113764. The Department of
Education hasalso set up a dedicated telephone helpline for staff and governorstoraise
concernsaround Prevent(02073407264). Numerousfactorscan contribute to and
influence the range of behaviours that are defined as violent extremism, butmost
youngpeopledonotbecomeinvolvedinextremistaction. For this reasonthe
appropriate interventions in any particular case may not have any specific
connectiontothethreatofradicalisation,forexampletheymayaddress mental health,
relationship or drug/alcohol issues.

Prevention

We recognise that the school plays a significant part in the prevention of harm to our
children by providing children with good lines of communication with trusted adults,
supportive friends and an ethos of protection.

The school community will therefore:

Work to establish and maintain an ethos where children feel secure and are
encouraged to talk and are always listened to.

Include regular consultation with children e.g. through safety questionnaires,



participationinanti-bullyingweek, askingchildrentoreportwhetherthey have
had happy/sadlunchtimes/playtimes

Ensurethatallchildrenknowthereisanadultintheschoolwhomtheycan
approach if they are worried or in difficulty.

Includesafeguardingacrossthe curriculum, including PSHE, opportunities which
equipchildrenwiththeskillstheyneedtostaysafefromharmandto knowto
whomtheyshouldturnforhelp.Inparticular, thiswillinclude anti- bullying
work, e-safety, roadsafety, pedestriansafety.Also focussed work in Year6 to
prepare fortransition toSecondary school and more personal
safety/independenttravel.

Ensure all staff are aware of school guidance for their use of mobile
technologyandhavediscussedsafeguardingissuesaroundthe useofmobile
technologies and their associated risks.

1. DEFINTIONS ANDINDICATORS

1.1 Radicalisationisdefinedastheactorprocessofmakingapersonmoreradicalor
favouring of extreme or fundamental changes in political, economic or social conditions,
institutions or habits of the mind.

1.2 Extremism is defined as the holding of extreme political or religious views.

1.3 Thereareanumberofbehaviourswhichmayindicateachildisatriskofbeing
radicalised or exposed to extreme views. These include;

O O O O O O O

Spendingincreasing timeinthe company of other suspected extremists.
Changingtheirstyle of dressor personal appearance toaccord withthe group.
Day-to-day behaviour becomingincreasingly centred onanextremistideology,
group orcause.

Loss of interest in other friends and activities not associated with the extremist
ideology, group orcause.

Possession of materials or symbols associated with an extremist cause.
Attempts to recruit others to the group/cause.

Communications with others that suggests identification with a group, cause or
ideology.

Using insulting to derogatory names for another group.

Increase in prejudice-related incidents committed by that person—these may
include;

physical or verbalassault

provocative behaviour

damage to property

derogatory name calling

possession of prejudice-related materials

prejudice related ridicule or name calling

inappropriate forms ofaddress



o refusal to co-operate
o attempts to recruit to prejudice-related organisations
o condoning or supporting violence towards others.

2. PROCEDURES FORREFERRALS

2.1 It isimportantforustobeconstantlyvigilantandremainfully informed about the
issues which affect the local area, city and society in which we teach. Staffare remindedto
suspend any ‘professional disbelief’ thatinstances of radicalisation ‘could nothappenhere
andtobe ‘professionallyinquisitive’ whereconcernsarise, referringanyconcerns
throughtheappropriate channels. (See appendix 1—Dealing with referrals)
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2.2 Webelievethatitis possibletointerveneto protect people whoarevulnerable.
Earlyinterventionisvitalandstaff must be aware of the established processes for front line
professionals to refer concerns about individuals and/or groups. We must have the
confidencetochallenge,theconfidencetointerveneandensurethatwehavestrong
safeguardingpracticesbasedonthe mostup-to-dateguidanceandbestpractice.

2.3 KeymembersoftheSenior LeadershipTeam (SLT)aretrainedas DSL’s will deal swiftly
withanyreferralsmade by staff orwithconcerns reported by staff.

2.4 DSL’s and Deputy DSL’s willdiscussthe mostappropriate course ofactionona case-
by-case basisand will decide whenareferralto externalagenciesis needed(see appendix
1-Dealing with referrals)

2.5 Aswithanychild protectionreferral, staff mustbe madeawarethatiftheydonot
agree with a decision not to refer, they can make the referral themselves. The
appropriate contact details forthis are available onthe safeguarding posters displayed
throughout the school. The Trust Whistleblowing policy may also be used.

3. GOVERNORS, LEADERS AND STAFF

3.1 TheHead Teacherandall membersofthe SLT are the leaders forreferralsrelating to
extremism and radicalisation. Inthe unlikely event that no SLT members and the Head
Teacherarenotavailable,allstaffareawareofthechannelsbywhichtomakereferrals
fromthecontactinformationonthesafeguarding training they are given and the
resources emailed after the training has taken place.

3.2 Staffwillbefullybriefedaboutwhattodoiftheyareconcernedaboutthepossibility of
radicalisation relating to a pupil, or if they need to discuss specific children whom they
consider to be vulnerable to radicalisation or extremist views.

3.3 DSL and DDSL’s willwork withexternalagenciestodecidethebestcourseofactionto
addressconcernswhich arise.

3.4 Prejudicial behaviour can be a factorin radicalisation and extremism. With thisin
mind, Brookside Primary School has updated procedures for dealing with prejudicial



behaviour, asoutlined in the Behaviour Policy and Equality Policy. All hate
incidents are recorded on CPOMs.

4. THE ROLE OF THE CURRICULUM

4.1 At Brookside Primary Schoolwedeliverabroadandbalanced curriculumwhich
promotesrespect, tolerance and diversity. Children are encouragedtoshare their views
andrecognise that theyare entitled to havetheirown differentbeliefs which should
not be used to influence others.

4.2 Our Values basedcurriculum,PSHE provision ( Jigsaw )andReligious Education is
embedded across the curriculum. It directs our assemblies and underpins the ethos of the
school. It is recognised that children with low aspirations are more vulnerable to
radicalisation and therefore we strive to equip our pupils with confidence, self-belief,
respect and tolerance aswell as setting high standards and expectations forthemselves.

4.3 Childrenareregularlytaughtabouthowtostaysafewhenusingtheinternetandare
encouragedtorecognisethatpeoplearenotalwayswhotheysaytheyareonline.
Childrenaretaughttoseekadulthelpiftheyareupsetorconcerned aboutanything they
read or see on the internet. We use Smoothwall at Brookside to monitor internet
usage.

5. STAFFTRAINING

5.1 Through INSET opportunitiesinschool,we willensure that ourstaff are fully
aware of the threats, risks and vulnerabilities thatare linked toradicalisation;are
awareof the processofradicalisation and how this might be identifiedearly on and
are awareof how wecanprovide supportasaschooltoensurethatourchildrenare
resilientandableto resistinvolvement in radical or extreme activities. We have
training and use our PHSE lessons to challenge any extremist ideas.

6. VISITORS AND THE USE OF SCHOOL PREMISES

6.1 If any member of staff wishes to invite a visitor in the school, this must be in
agreementwiththeHeadTeacher. Childrenare NEVERIeft unsupervised withexternal
visitors, regardless of safeguarding check outcomes.

6.2 Uponarrivingattheschool, allvisitorsincluding contractors, will read the child
protectionandsafeguarding guidance and be made aware of whothe DSLsare and how to
report any concerns which they may experience.

6.3 Ifanyagreementismadetoallownon-schoolgroupsororganisationstousethe
premises, appropriate checks will be made before agreeing the contract. Usage will be
monitored and in the event of any behaviour not in-keeping with the Tackling Extremism
andRadicalisationPolicy,theschoolwillcontactthepoliceandterminatethecontract.



7. POLICY REVIEW
7.1 TheBrookside PrimarySchool AntiExtremismandRadicalisationPolicywillbe
reviewed annually as part of the overall Child Protection and Safeguarding policy review.

Appendix 1 — Dealing with referrals

Weareawareofthe potentialindicatingfactorsthatachildisvulnerabletobeing
radicalised or exposed to extreme views, including peer pressure, influence from other
people or the internet, bullying, crime and anti-social behaviour, family tensions,
race/hate crime, lack of self-esteem or identity, prejudicial behaviour and personal or
political grievances

In the event of prejudicial behaviour the following system will be followed;
Allincidentsofprejudicialbehaviourwillbereporteddirectlytothe DSL or DDSL.
AllincidentswillbefullyinvestigatedandrecordedinlinewiththePositive
BehaviourPolicyandrecordswillbekeptinlinewithproceduresforanyother
safeguarding incident.
Parents/carerswillbecontactedandtheincidentdiscussedindetail,aimingto
identify motivating factors, any changesin circumstances at home, parental views of the
incidentandtoassesswhethertheincidentisseriousenoughtowarrantafurther
referral. Anoteofthismeetingiskeptalongsidetheinitialreferralinthe Safeguarding
folder.

The SLT follow-up any referrals for a period of four weeks after the incident to
assess whether there is a change in behaviour and/or attitude. A further meeting with
parentswouldbeheldifthereis notasignificant positive change in behaviour.

In the event of a referral relating to serious concerns about potential
radicalisation or extremism, the school will contact the Prevent team on 101

The Prevent Strategy

The Prevent Strategy forms one of four strands of the UK Government's counter-terrorism
strategy, knownas CONTEST.The UKfacesacontinuingthreatfrombothinternationaland
domesticterrorism.ThePreventStrategyaimstodisruptextremistorganisationsfrom
operating within ourcommunities.

Violent extremism can emerge from any community and can be inspired by a wide range of
causes. Whilst Al-Qaedainspired Islamist extremism still undoubtedly poses athreattothe
UK,Prevent also seeks tocombatextremism motivated bythe extreme rightwing, as
well motivated bysingleissues suchasanimal rights. Accordingly, Prevent does not
stigmatise any community.

Leicestershire Police Prevent team can be contacted 01162486726 or call the
Leicester/Leicestershire Prevent co-ordinator on 01162733459

Each of these play an instrumental role in safeguarding our stakeholders.



Potential extremist activity can take many forms. The following list provides some possible
examples. Thislistisnotexhaustiveandisintendedforillustrative purposesonly.

B B &

Distributing leaflets or displaying posters that carry aviolent extremist message.
Accessing violent extremist forums or websites in internet cafes.

Extremist groups meeting at community centres.

Viewing terrorist/violent extremist promotional videos.

Extremistactivitycanalsobereportedviathe Anti-TerroristHotlineon0800789321.The line
isconfidential,anonymousandintendedforthereportingof non-life threatening
activity.

Toreport potentiallyimmediate threats, such as a suspicious vehicle or package, always call

999.



Channel Panel

The Channel process is essentially a safeguarding programme aimed at supporting individuals
identifiedasvulnerabletobeingdrawnintoviolentextremismorterroristrelated activity. As with
othersafeguarding practices Channelisreliant on a multiagency response and multidisciplinary
worktominimiseand managetherisktoanindividual.Channelis voluntaryandsotheindividual
mustprovide consent. ltdrawsonexistingcollaboration betweenlocalauthorities, the police, the
localcommunityandhas three objectives:

Identify individuals at risk of being drawn into radical extremism
Assess the nature and extent of the risk
Develop the most appropriate support for the individuals concerned.

TheCounterTerrorismandSecurityAct(2015)providesastatutoryframeworkforajoint local
authority/ police panel to assess the extent to which identified individuals are vulnerableto
beingdrawnintoterrorismandtoputinplaceasupportplan.Thiseffectively placesChannelona
statutoryfooting. TheActsetsoutthatthesepanelsaretobechaired bytheresponsiblelocal
authority,whichacrossSurreyisthe CommunitySafety Unit.

The diagram below illustrates the Channel Panel process:
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Championing Children’s Potential



INDICATORS OF VULNERABILITY TO RADICALISATION

1. Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and forms of
extremism leading to terrorism.

2. Extremism is defined by the Government in the Prevent Strategy as:

Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual
libertyand mutualrespectandtolerance of differentfaithsandbeliefs. Wealso includeinourdefinition
ofextremism callsforthedeath of membersofourarmedforces, whether in this country or overseas.

3. Extremism is defined by the Crown Prosecution Service as:
The demonstration of unacceptable behaviour by usingany means or mediumto express views which:

e Encourage, justify or glorify terrorist violence in furtherance of particular beliefs;

e Seekto provoke others to terrorist acts;

e Encourageotherserious criminal activity or seek to provoke others to serious criminal acts; or
e Foster hatred which might lead to inter-community violence in the UK.

4, Thereis nosuchthing as a “typical extremist”: those who become involved in extremist actions
come fromarange of backgrounds and experiences, and mostindividuals, even those who hold radical
views, do not become involved in violent extremist activity.

5. Pupils may become susceptible toradicalisationthrougharange of social, personal and
environmentalfactors-itisknownthatviolentextremistsexploitvulnerabilitiesinindividuals to
driveawedge betweenthemandtheirfamiliesandcommunities. Itisvitalthatschoolstaff are able
to recognise those vulnerabilities.

6. Indicators of vulnerabilityinclude:

e Identity Crisis — the student / pupil is distanced from their cultural / religious
heritage and experiences discomfort about their place in society;

e Personal Crisis—the student / pupil may be experiencing family tensions; a sense of
isolation;andlowself-esteem;theymayhavedissociatedfrom their existing
friendship group and become involved with a new and different group of
friends; they may be searching for answers to questions about identity, faith and
belonging;

e PersonalCircumstances—migration; localcommunitytensions;andevents affecting
thestudent/pupil’scountryorregion of originmaycontributeto asense of
grievancethat istriggeredbypersonal experienceofracismor discrimination or
aspects of Government policy;

e Unmet Aspirations —the student / pupil may have perceptions of injustice; a
feeling of failure; rejection of civic life;

e Experiences of Criminality —which may include involvement with criminal groups,
imprisonment, and poor resettlement / reintegration;

e SpecialEducational Need—students/pupils mayexperience difficulties with

social interaction, empathy with others, understanding the consequences of their actions and awareness of the
motivations of others.

12



However, this list is not exhaustive, nor does it mean that all young people experiencingthe above
are at risk of radicalisation for the purposes of violent extremism.

More critical risk factors could include:

e Beingin contact with extremist recruiters;

e Accessingviolentextremist websites, especially those with asocial networking
element;

e Possessing or accessing violent extremist literature;

e Usingextremistnarrativesandaglobalideologytoexplainpersonaldisadvantage;

e Justifying the use of violence to solve societal issues;

e Joiningorseekingtojoinextremist organisations; and

e Significantchangestoappearanceand/orbehaviour;

e Experiencingahighlevel of socialisolation resultinginissues of identity crisisand / or
personal crisis.

Data will always be processed to be in line with the requirements and protections set out in the UK General
Data Protection Regulation
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