
Music Long term Pla n (Updated for 2026 - 2027)  

Unit 2 - Voice 30 minutes Singing weekly  
 
Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4  Y5 Y6 
Recognise when the 
pitch of a song gets 
higher or lower  
Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  1 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
 
Sing and perform 
songs, which contain 
a small range of 
notes (3 -  5 notes), 
with growing 
confidence  
Follow simple 
musical directions 
for faster, slower, 
stopping and 
starting  
Use actions and 
dynamics to 
enhance 
performance  
 

Recognise and 
demonstrate the 
link between pitch 
and shape using 
graphic notation  
Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  2 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
 
Sing, with accuracy, 
within a range of 
notes  
Follow and use 
performance 
instructions. 
including, starting, 
stopping, dynamics 
and tempo  
 
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  3 vocabulary 
learnt  
 
Sing fluently in 
unison and pitch 
match accurately.  
Maintain own part 
when singing a song 
with more than one 
part, following 
performance 
directions.  
Use expression, 
dynamics and 
actions to enhance 
my vocal 
performance  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  4 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Sing fluently in 
unison or parts and 
pitch match 
accurately  
Maintain own part 
when singing in 
multiple parts, 
accurately following 
performance 
directions.  
Use graphic 
notation to create a 
melody  
Sing with an 
awareness of 
breathing and 
pronunciation.  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  5 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Maintain an 
independent part 
with increasing 
awareness of other 
parts  
Experiment and 
perform sounds 
made by voice.  
Follow and perform 
a vocal piece using 
a graphic / notated 
score.  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  6 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Maintain an 
independent part 
with good awareness 
of other parts  
Experiment with, 
perform and refine 
sounds made by 
voice.  
Create and perform 
a vocal piece by 
following a graphic 
/ notated score.  
 



Unit 4 - Pitch  30 minutes Singing weekly  
Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4  Y5 Y6 
Identify and 
explain the 
difference between 
high and low 
pitched sounds  
Recognise changes 
in pitch when 
singing and 
listening to musical 
sounds  
Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  1 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
 
Use pitch and 
timbre to create 
own composition  
Represent a sound 
using graphic 
notation  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  2 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
 
Demonstrate 
increased 
understanding of 
basic musical 
features such as 
pitch, rhythm and 
dynamics through 
performance  
Respond to the 
musical stimulus, 
considering 
appropriate pitch 
choices for 
composition.  
Demonstrate 
awareness of a link 
between shape, pitch 
and rhythm using 
graphic notation.  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  3 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Show good 
awareness of pitch 
matching when 
singing  
Create simple 
rhythmic patterns, 
melodies and 
accompaniments  
Aurally identify, 
recognise, and use 
graphic notation to 
represent basic 
changes in pitch 
within a limited 
range  
 

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  4 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Create simple 
melodies containing 
rhythmic patterns 
and use 
accompaniments  
Aurally recognise, 
respond to and use 
musical symbols and 
basic pitch changes 
within a limited 
range  
Listen to and 
evaluate a range of 
live and recorded 
music from 
different traditions, 
genres, styles and 
times, responding 
appropriately.  
 

Comment on my 
own and other 
people’s 
performances using 
YR  5 vocabulary 
learnt  
 
 
Demonstrate 
increasing 
confidence and skill 
when taking 
different roles in 
rehearsal and 
performance  
Begin to create 
music which 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
basic structure and 
an awareness of 
contrasting pitches 
and melodies.  
Begin to use a 
variety of musical 
devices and 
techniques when 
creating and making 
music  

Comment on own 
and other people’s 
performances using 
YR  6 vocabulary 
learnt  
 
Demonstrate 
increasing 
confidence, 
expression, skill and 
levels of musicality 
when taking 
different roles in 
performance and 
rehearsal.  
Create music which 
demonstrates 
understanding of 
basic structure with 
a focus on 
contrasting pitches 
and melodies  
Use a variety of 
musical devices 
such as timbre, 
texture, dynamics 
and tempo changes 
when creating and 
making music.  



Play from standard 
pitch notation in 
the treble clef.  
 

Listen to and 
evaluate a range of 
live and recorded 
music from 
different traditions, 
genres, styles and 
times, responding 
appropriately 
through composition 
and discussion.  

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
 Unit 1 Pulse   Unit 3 Rhythm Unit 5 -  Technology Structure and 

Form 
 

Unit 2 Voice  Unit 4 Pitch  Unit 6 20 th Century Music  

Reception 
EYFS  

The 1st half term will have a 

Voice  focus Unit 2.  

Examples of extras -  

• Nursery Rhyme- weekly focus 

• Harvest songs & autumn 

songs eg 5 little leaves  

 

2nd half term will have a Pulse 

focus unit 1 

• Firework dancing – watch 

video, respond to music, sound. 

Dance with ribbons and 

scarves 

1st half Spring -  Rhythm focus -  
unit 3  

 
2nd half Spring -  Pitch focus -  
unit 4  

 
Examples of extras - Making their 
own instruments. 

• Making a Chinese drum.  

1st half term focus -  Music Tech Unit 
5 
 
2nd half term focus - 20th century 
music-  Unit 6  plus recapping any unit 
that requires consolidation or 
extension.  

 
Examples of extras -  

 

• Create own dance responding to 
music and perform at the Ugly 
Bug Ball  



• Dance with a partner at 

Cinderella’s Ball after 

watching clips of ballroom 

dancing & music  

 

• Learn and perform African 
drumming on Africa day  

 

Y1 Unit 1 - Pulse 
 
 

Unit 3 - Rhythm Unit 4 - Pitch  
WCET -  Boom Whackers  

Overview 
 

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 1 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Keep a steady pulse with some 
accuracy (e.g. clapping, marching, 
tapping and playing instruments)  
Follow and create simple musical 
directions for faster, slower, 
stopping and starting  
Create, explore, respond and 
identify long and short sounds.  
 

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 1 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Play along to the pulse and 
maintain a steady tempo  
Confidently copy given rhythms  
Demonstrate and explain the 
difference between pulse and 
rhythm  
Perform as part of a group and 
play rhythms in time  
Use graphic notation to record 
rhythms  
 

Comment on own and other people’s 
performances using YR  1 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Identify and explain the difference 
between high and low pitched sounds  
Recognise changes in pitch when 
singing and listening to musical 
sounds  
Use pitch and timbre to create own 
composition  
Represent a sound using graphic 
notation  
 

Y2 Unit 6 - 20th Century Music  
 
 

Unit 5 -  Technology Structure and 
Form 
 

WCET - Recorders 

Overview Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 2 
vocabulary learnt  
 

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 2 
vocabulary learnt  
 

Comment on own and other people’s 
performances using YR  2 vocabulary 
learnt 
 



Identify and perform features of 
different musical genres: Film 
Music / Beatles / Modern 
bhangra  
Create and practise a piece of 
music using features of different 
genres (using YR  2 key skills and 
knowledge).  
 

Experiment changing and 
combining sounds through 
technology  
Create and perform simple 
rhythms following a given 
structure  
Listen to, and make observations 
about a variety of live and 
recorded music  
 

Perform simple music using 2 notes 
learnt (B,  A,)  
Swap between notes (B, A,)  
Play with appropriate posture and some 
technical control  
Hold instrument correctly  
Begin to tongue  
Perform body percussion rhythms  
Perform over backing tracks of 
different tempi keeping a steady pulse  
Give a small group or whole class 
performance  
Follow simple performance directions  
Listen to a song and tap the pulse  
Listen and respond to a call and 
response pattern  
Offer comments about own and others’ 
work and ways to improve using 
appropriate KS1 vocabulary  
Begin to identify on which beat of 
the bar a pair of quavers is played  
 
 

Y3 Unit 1 - Pulse WCET -  Ukulele Unit 5 -  Technology Structure and 
Form 
 

Overview 
 

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 3 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Sing and play confidently, 
maintaining a steady pulse.  

Know the names of the parts of 
the ukulele. 
Know about the h istory of the 
ukulele 

Comment on own and other people’s 
performances using YR  3 vocabulary 
learnt 
 
Use technology to create, change and 
combine sounds.  



Maintain a part in a piece and 
respond to visual and aural cues  
Apply word chants to rhythms 
and link each syllable to a 
musical note  
Use standard notation to 
compose own rhythms, using 
crotchets, paired quavers and 
crotchet rests  
 

Be able to name and describe. 
different types of ukuleles. Name 
famous ukulele players.  
Know the names and duration of 
a crotchet, quaver, minim and rest 
and understand common notation  
Know the names and positions of 
the 4 strings on a soprano ukulele  
 
Hold ukulele correctly  
Strum correctly  
Chords to learn -  C major, F 
major, A minor, G7  
Note values -  crotchet, quaver 
(pair), minim, crotchet rest. 
 
 
Pieces-  Twinkle, Twinkle, London 
Bridge, 3 Blind Mice, Row, row…  
Pieces-  Kookaburra, Frere Jacques, 
Baa Baa Black Sheep, Hot cross 
buns 

Compose following the basic sections 
of song structure  
Listen to and use features of music 
from other traditions, genres and times  
 

Y4  Unit 3 -  Rhythm WCET Glockenspiel and 
Xylophone 

Unit 6 -  20th Century Music  

Overview Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 4 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Create and perform different 
rhythms and play them 
confidently within a set 
structure. 

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 4 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Begin to read musical notation  
Learn more complex rhythm 
patterns.  

Comment on own and other people’s 
performances using YR 4 vocabulary 
learnt  
 
Identify and perform features of 
Minimalism. 
Identify and perform features of 
Musicals. 



Confidently maintain an 
independent part while playing 
an instrument in a small group  
Perform rhythmic phrases 
accurately, whilst maintaining a 
steady sense of pulse  
Use graphic and standard 
notation to compose and notate 
rhythms and perform them to a 
steady pulse. 
 
 

Play and read the notes C, D, E, 
F + G. Learn to play tunes  
Perform and share music.  
Evaluate performances  
Improvise with the glockenspiels  
Compose their own music.  
 

Identify and perform features of Pop 
music. 
Create and practise a piece of music 
using features of different genres.  

Y5 Unit 1 - Pulse Unit 3 - Rhythm Unit 5 -  Technology Structure and 
Form 
Turntablism 

Overview Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 5 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Sing / play confidently, 
identifying and maintaining a 
strong sense of pulse  
Maintain an independent part in 
a group with accuracy when 
playing  
Create simple rhythmic pieces 
which demonstrate understanding 
of rhythm using graphic and 
standard notation  
Read simple rhythms using paired 
quavers, crotchets, crotchet rests, 
minims and semibreves  

Comment on own and other 
people’s performances using YR 5 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Use a variety of timbres and 
techniques when creating and 
playing music  
Create and play contrasting 
rhythms within a range of time 
signatures  
Maintain a rhythmic part in a 
group performance with an 
awareness of structure.  
Use and respond to basic musical 
symbols including standard 
notation  
 

Comment on my own and other 
people’s performances using YR 5 
vocabulary learnt  
 
Consider some musical devices when 
creating and playing music using voice, 
sounds, technology and instruments  
Use and identify key features of 
musical structures  
 



Y6 WCET Recorders  Unit 6 -  20th Century Music  Unit 2 -  Voice (Link to Leavers 
performance.) 

 Understand how to hold and 
blow in recorder.  
Know the standard notation for 
a crotchet rest.  
 
Place the fingers and blow 
correctly note B, A, G.  
To play a simple tune using 
notes B, A and G by changing 
the fingering.  
 
Play simple tunes with notes of 
short and long duration.  
Play simple tunes that include 
crotchet rests. 
 
Play simple tunes using the notes 
B, A and G.  
Play simple tunes ‘by ear’.  
 

Know features of some different 
musical genres: Country / Big 
Band / Beatboxing  
Know the meaning of key 
vocabulary. 
 
Identify and perform features of 
country music. 
Identify and perform features of 
big band music.  
Identify and perform features of 
beatboxing. 
Create and practice a piece of 
music using features of different 
genres. 
Comment on own and other 
people’s performances. 

Know that phrases can be sung legato 
or staccato for different effects  
Know that songs can be notated using 
graphic or standard notation  
Know that l YR ics can be used to tell 
a story  
Know the meaning of key vocabulary.  
 
Experiment with and refine sounds 
with voice. 
Maintain an independent part in a 
performance 
Create and perform a vocal piece by 
following a graphic / notated score.  
Comment on own and other people’s 
performances using YR  6 vocabulary. 

 

 


