
English Week 1 - Stories from another culture. 

L.O. To identify the cultural features in a story 

• What do we mean by the term culture? 

 

Secrets by Anita Desai 

This is an extract from the full story.  

In this story from India, Rohan is told off by his teacher and is on his way home with a letter for his parents. 

 

 



 

 

After reading the story about Rohan. 

Note down any unfamiliar words and find the meanings. Try and find at least 4. 
 

• How do you know this story is from another culture? 

• What would be an alternative from England? 

 (e.g. Banyan tree – Oak tree) 

 

 

How do you think Rohan is feeling whilst he is  

sat under the banyan tree? 

 

• When was the last time you were in deep  

trouble with an adult? 

• What emotions did you feel? 

• Were there any physical changes in your body? 

• What did you think about? 

L.O. To write a letter of apology. 

• If you are sorry about something you have done wrong, what are you feeling inside? 

• Why would Rohan write a letter of apology to his teacher? 

• What have you done in the past to get yourself out of trouble? 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You will now write a letter to Rohan’s teacher (Mrs Desai) in first person. This means you are writing as 

Rohan.  

You may want to plan this out first. See plan at end. 



 

Top tips: 

• write a letter in the 1st person. 

• use cultural references. 

• apply my knowledge of persuasive features to a letter. 

• Have you kept it formal? 

• Key vocabulary: father not farther (dad=informal) 

• include emotive language. 

• list the things that went wrong and why they went wrong in order. 

• include feelings I had. 

• use a variety of openers. 

• Connectives: consequently, although… 

• use a rhetorical question. 

• include a conclusion to summarise points. 

• Create a word bank to help you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you formally begin your letter to the teacher? 

Dear Mrs Desai, 
I am writing to apologise for the terrible incidents that occurred today. 
 
Firstly, 



 


