
Week 9 English Activities 

Subject  Activity 

English Lesson 1 
LO: To use the senses to describe a setting. 
 
Watch the film ‘Tadeo Jones’ but only up to 3 minutes 30 seconds.     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A  
 
What do you think will happen next? Today you will be working towards a detailed description 
of the inside of the Egyptian tomb. You will need make your readers feel as if they are actually 
there! 
 
Watch the clip again up to 3 minutes 30 seconds. Think about what you saw, heard and smelt 
in the tomb. E.g. See – pitch black, enormous, stone walls, winding tunnels, elaborate carvings. 
Hear – eerie silence, still silence, falling dust and debris. Feel – cold, lifeless, airless, 
claustrophobic feeling.  
 
Activity: 
You need to use your senses to describe the tomb, gathering rich adjectives for expanded 
noun phrases to totally immerse the reader. 
 
You need to complete the table for each sense. Remember to expand on your adjectives – so if 
you think of tunnels, you can change it into winding tunnels, or bricks into ancient bricks. 
 
Use a thesaurus to help you. 
 
Lesson 2 
LO: To use figurative language to describe a setting. 
 
Watch the film again and pause at 3 minutes 30 seconds.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A  
 
Remember you are working towards writing a details setting description of the Egyptian tomb. 
Today you will be exploring similes and metaphors to describe the different features of the 
tomb.  
 
A simile is a comparison which finds similar characteristics in two objects and compares them, 
always by using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. E.g. The clouds were like cotton wool. We use similes 
to make our writing richer and to give the reader a good picture of what is being described.  
 
A metaphor makes a direct comparison to something else, but isn’t literally true. Metaphors 
do not use the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. E.g. The cotton wool clouds. 
 
Both similes and metaphors are figurative language. 
 
Another example: Simile – The moon was as pale and round as a clock face. 
                             Metaphor – The moon was a pale, round clock face. 
 
Activity 
Look at the words and objects on the two sheets. Create similes and metaphors by matching 
words together. You can match your simile/metaphor to an object to create a complete simile. 
 
E.g. It was as quiet as a Church mouse. - Simile 
       The staircase was a winding snake. - Metaphor 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A


Lesson 3 
LO: To use personification. 
 
Watch the video again and pause at 3 minutes 30 seconds.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A 
 
Remember you are working towards writing a detailed setting description of the Egyptian 
tomb. Today you will be exploring personification.  
 
Personification gives an object human characteristics such as emotions, sensations, speech or 
actions. E.g. The punishing waves crashed ferociously and swallowed the poor swimmer. The 
waves are described as ‘punishing’ and ‘ferocious’. They are also given a human action – 
swallowing. We know that waves cannot literally swallow things! 
 
Think of as many verbs as you can which describe a human physical process. E.g. running, 
standing, sitting, walking, hopping. 
 
Activity 
 

 
 
Look at the images from yesterday – look at the first image – the shadows. Can you match a 
human action to the shadows in the tomb? What are they doing?  
 
E.g. The shadows lurk along the walls. 
       The shadows leap and dance in the lamplight. 
       The shadows follow and chase me menacingly. 
 
Using the pictures match human actions to objects. Write a range of sentences using 
personification. 
 
Lesson 4 
LO: To use adverbial phrases. 
 
Re-watch the film to 3 minutes 30 seconds. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A 
 
So far you have learnt to use your senses to describe, expanded noun phrases using rich 
vocabulary, use of similes and metaphors and personification. These will all help you to write a 
detailed setting description later. 
 
Today, we will begin building and planning sentences for our setting descriptions. You will also 
be looking at using adverbial phrases to start your sentences (fronted adverbials) or to expand 
your sentences.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A


Adverbials are used to explain how, where or when something happened. ‘Fronted’ adverbials 
are ‘fronted’ because they are at the beginning or ‘the front’ of the sentence, before the verb. 
 
Look at the ‘Building sentences’ sheet. Look at the colour coding that has been used. Can you 
identify which grammatical feature has been colour coded red? Green? Which sense has been 
used? 
 
First sentence 
 
After every turn, there are pitch-black, winding tunnels which seem as long as the 
river Nile. 
 
Red – fronted adverbial / adverbial 
Blue – noun phrase 
Green – simile 
 
Second sentence – What is the orange colour code? 
 
Relentlessly, the cold, airless rooms suffocate and strangle their victims. 
 
Personification!  
 
Activity 
Write sentences using the skills you have learnt so far. Try to include, similes/metaphors, 
adverbials/fronted adverbials, noun phrases, expanded noun phrases and personification. 
 
Lesson 5 
To write a detailed setting description. 
 
Watch the film again to 3 minutes 30 seconds.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A 
 
Have a look at the setting description. Can also be found in the resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A


 
 
Can you highlight above mentioned features? 
 
Can you add/amend to your sentences from yesterday?  
 
E.g. The wind wails like a banshee.  
       This could be expanded to: 
      Like a screaming banshee, the wind wails down the dusty, dark corridors. 
 
Can we improve on this sentence further? 
 
Like a screaming banshee, the wind wails down the dusty, dark corridor and wraps its fingers 
around the neck of the explorer. 
 
Activity 
Read through the example and look back at the work you have completed this week. You have 
already done a lot of the hard work! 
 
Write a detailed setting description using rich vocabulary and a range of figurative language. 
Remember to use fronted adverbials but not for every single sentence. 
 

Reading Reading comprehension 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

             
Read the text and answer the questions related to it. 
 
Answers are also provided. 
 

Spelling Your spellings are on Spelling shed. 
 

Grammar A set of grammar questions and answers can be found in the resources. This is a recap 
of skills you have already learnt. 

 


