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What is it like to attend this school?

At Brookside, every child is a valued member of the community. Staff make sure that
everyone can join in special occasions, such as sleepovers at school. This includes
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Some pupils attend
the specialist provision, known as ‘The Riverbank’. They flourish in this setting and in
the classes that they join. Parents praise the progress that they make.

Staff know the pupils really well. All pupils can explain who they could tell if they
were worried about anything. They say that when things go wrong, adults do sort
the problem out. Pupils find it hard to recall any bullying but clearly understand what
it is. The playground is a happy place to be.

Pupils are proud of the range of languages that their peers know. They like the fact
that many faiths are represented. Pupils say, ‘It would be boring if we were all the
same!’ They look forward to learning more about different cultures.

Leaders have made some changes to the curriculum. They want every child,
including those with SEND, to read really well by the time they leave. There is still
some work to do to embed these new approaches.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Children get off to a great start when they become 'little Brooksiders’ in the
Reception Year. Parents say how well they settle. Routines are quickly established.
Children start learning phonics straight away. Adults make sure that children get
every chance to revisit this important knowledge. Visitors, such as a dentist, bring
learning to life. Teachers use skilful questions at story time to check what children
can remember about looking after their teeth.

Leaders have recently introduced a more ambitious curriculum in phonics. All staff
model the sounds that letters make accurately. They know which sounds pupils
know really well and make sure that pupils’ books match these with precision.
Younger pupils use their phonics knowledge to decode words that they cannot read
straight away. They do not always understand what these words mean. Leaders and
teachers know that younger pupils need more opportunities to read fluently and
with understanding.

Leaders have thought carefully about exactly what they want pupils to learn. In
subjects such as mathematics this is sequenced well. For example, pupils practise
their times tables until they are fluent. They recall this knowledge with ease when
they undertake more-complex operations. In other subjects, pupils find it harder to
recall what they learned in previous years and how it helps them now.

Subiject leaders are highly knowledgeable. Some of them have had the opportunity
to refine the curriculum for their subjects, but not all. Staff appreciate the training
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that they have received. They can explain that they now better understand how
pupils learn. In a few subjects, staff do not yet have the expert knowledge that they
need.

All staff know precisely what each pupil with SEND needs to learn next. They check
that pupils have gained each step of knowledge securely. Leaders have adapted the
relationships and health curriculum to make sure that it matches pupils’ needs so
that pupils who need intimate care know that they have the right to say who can
touch them and how. Leaders have high expectations of pupils with SEND. They
make sure that they have the chance to lead others and share their ideas. For
example, pupils based in ‘The Riverbank’ are proud to be part of the school council
and the eco-committee.

Pupils deeply understand what British values are and why they are so important.
They can explain what they have learned from exploring the lives of role models
such as Martin Luther King Jr. Pupils are curious about the world around them. They
can explain what fascinates them, such as the structure of the universe or human
creativity. Pupils speak enthusiastically about how reading helps them to learn about
other people’s lives. They are very well prepared for their next stages of learning.
This includes pupils who are new to speaking English.

Governors and trustees check that staff feel well supported. Staff say that their well-
being is considered and that they are proud to work at the school. Not all checks
that leaders make on other aspects of the school’s work are as robust as they could
be. Those responsible for governance are improving the rigour of these checks and
changes are underway.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Pupils feel safe in school. They know who they can tell if something is upsetting
them in the classroom or online.

All staff have had appropriate training. Leaders have made some checks on what
staff know and remember. More are planned.

Leaders know the importance of acting straight away when a concern is raised. They
make sure that families get the help that they need. Leaders have recently improved
how they record concerns. Those responsible for governance are deepening their
checks on the culture of safeguarding to make sure that everyone is doing what
they say they will to keep children safe.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B There is an ambitious new curriculum in place for the teaching of phonics.
However, it is not yet fully embedded. Leaders should ensure that all staff get the
chance to become early reading experts. They should deepen staff knowledge of
precisely how the new curriculum should be implemented so that pupils become
fluent early readers who understand what they are reading.

B In a few subjects, the sequence of learning still needs to be refined. Pupils do not
always connect their current learning with what they learned before. Leaders
should ensure that staff have the chance to develop their subject knowledge
further. They should make sure that subject leaders continue to check what pupils
recall and continue to refine the curriculum.

B Some of the checks that those responsible for governance make have lacked
rigour. They have not checked as well as they could that the actions that leaders
are taking are making the difference that they want to see. Those responsible for
governance should continue to challenge the information that they are given.
They should make sure that that the new systems that they are introducing are
checked robustly.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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Not previously inspected

B Brookside Primary School has special classes for pupils with moderate learning
difficulties. This provision is known as ‘The Riverbank’. Some of these pupils
attend classes in the specialist setting and in mainstream classes.

W The school become an academy on 5 April 2018 when it joined Oak Multi
Academy Trust. When the predecessor school, Brookside Primary School, Oadby,
was last inspected by Ofsted, it was judged to be good overall.

B The school uses one alternative provider.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education

Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors spoke with the headteacher and other senior leaders. The lead
inspector spoke with leaders from the trust and the chair of the governing body.
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B Inspectors carried out deep dives into the following subjects: early reading,
history, mathematics, music and science. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed
the curriculum with leaders, spoke to teachers and pupils and visited lessons. The
lead inspector heard pupils read to a familiar adult.

B To inspect safeguarding, inspectors spoke with parents and staff. They scrutinised
documents that the school keeps and spoke with leaders. They spoke with
leaders from the trust and the governing body.

B Inspectors spoke with parents at the beginning and end of the day. They
considered the views expressed on Ofsted Parent View.

B Inspectors spoke with groups of staff and considered the opinions expressed
through the staff survey.
B Inspectors spoke with pupils in groups and at less-structured parts of the day.

Information about this inspection

Inspection team

Hazel Henson, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Phil Abbott Ofsted Inspector

Luella Manssen Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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